Announcement

International Cooperation in Education and Research - 

Central, Eastern and South Eastern European Region

_____________________________________________________________

1. Background and objectives

Bilateral cooperation in education and research with the Central and Eastern European (CEE) countries is marked by the enlargement of the European Union and the creation of the European Education and Research Area. The Baltic Republics of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania, as well as Poland, Slovakia, Slovenia, the Czech Republic and Hungary will become members of the European Union in May 2004. Bulgaria and Romania will follow in 2007. Together these countries will represent a considerable potential, accounting for approximately 14% of R&D personnel in the EU. EU enlargement, which is currently the European Union's most important project, also demands the adjustment and modernization of bilateral cooperation. 

New forms of bilateral cooperation are intended to strengthen the international and European focus of German institutions in the field of education and research, improve their competitiveness generally, and support the continuing integration of the CEE states in Europe. By giving the BMBF's funding programmes an international profile, linking them to similar funding programmes in the partner countries, and focussing on key areas which are of mutual interest, it is intended to generate an added value at both a bilateral as well as a European level with regard to the EU's Lisbon target. This is all the more important given that the Sixth European Research Framework Programme, with a share of approximately 5% of European public R&D investments, can only have a limited effect. 

The aim is to make use of existing bilateral contacts and cooperation and establish new collaboration in order to link and develop innovation potential and achieve productive synergies for the mutual benefit of all parties. Innovative small and medium-sized enterprises should be more strongly involved in bilateral cooperation and in European networks. 

The South Eastern European (SEE) countries, which have the status of potential candidates for accession, may also submit proposals. 

The BMBF assumes that the CEE/SEE partner countries will support the above goals in a comparable manner.

2. What is funded?

The BMBF Programme on "International Cooperation in Education and Research – Central, Eastern and South Eastern European Region" is intended to support the preparation of projects in applied research and development and in education under the current funding programmes of the BMBF (www.bmbf.de/forschung/index.php). These programmes include in particular

· New technologies (www.bmbf.de/de/1000.php)

Information society (www.bmbf.de/de/398.php)

Nanotechnology (www.bmbf.de/de/nanotechnologie.php)

Materials innovation for industry and society

 (www.werkstoffinnovationen.de)

· Life sciences (www.bmbf.de/de/1237.php)

Health research (www.bmbf.de/de/1057.php)

Biomedical research (www.bmbf.de/de/979.php)

Biotechnology (www.bmbf.de/de/1024.php)

· Sustainable development (www.bmbf.de/de/502.php)

· Areas of transport research which are relevant to EU enlargement (www.bmbf.de/de/1353.php)

Information on the calls for proposals and the BMBF funding regulations are available at www.bmbf.de/foerderungen/677.php. 

Support is also to be given to the preparation of projects relating to the following thematic priorities of the Sixth Research Framework Programme of the European Union (http://europa.eu.int/comm/research/rtdinfo/en/special-fp6/index.html), as well as to other EU programmes which are relevant to research: 

· Life sciences, genomics and biotechnology )

· Information society technologies 

· Nanotechnologies and nanosciences, materials, production processes

· Food quality and safety

· Sustainable development

2.1 New projects: Funding will be provided for measures for the initiation and planning of projects for which applications for funding are to be made under a BMBF specialist programme or an EU programme. This includes preparatory missions, meetings of experts, thematic workshops, short-term investigations of feasibility (of up to a maximum of 4 months) and pilot investigations (maximum of 12 months).

2.2 Integration in current projects: Funding can be given to measures such as for example preparatory missions, meetings of experts, workshops to involve partners from CEE/SEE countries in BMBF-funded projects that are already running, providing that this leads to a significant increase in the value of these projects. Grants can also be advanced towards the preliminary costs of performing special activities to involve research establishments from CEE/SEE countries in integrated projects of the Sixth Research Framework Programme of the European Union that have already been approved. 

3. Who is funded?

Applications for project funding may be submitted by public and private institutions of higher education, non-university research establishments and hospitals as well as by commercial companies whose established place of business is in Germany in conjunction with partner institutions from CEE/SEE countries. Preference will be given to applications for projects involving small and medium-sized enterprises. 

4. What does the funding cover?

The BMBF will promote the groundwork for projects by providing non-repayable grants. The following types of expenditure are eligible for grants:

· Travelling expenses incurred by German experts

· Cost of visits by foreign experts to Germany.

In special cases

· Staff for the implementation of events and investigations of feasibility (max. 1-3 man-months)

· Cost of events (e.g. rental of venue, logistics)

· Physical resources (e.g. consumables for pilot investigations).

The grant may amount to a maximum of 50,000 Euro for the preparation of particularly complex projects. 

5. Conditions for funding 

Within the context of the proposed project, applicants should familiarize themselves with the funding programmes of the BMBF, further national funding programmes and the EU Research Framework Programme. Funding is subject to the relevance of the proposed project to the topics of the call for proposals/objectives of the funding programmes of the BMBF and/or the European Union and to confirmation of the expertise of the applicants based on their previous work. 

Generally, in addition to the German applicant, at least two further institutions should be involved, at least one of which is from a CEE/SEE country. Larger cooperation projects involving several German and foreign partners would be particularly welcome. The application must contain the details necessary to assess the appropriateness and the need for funding. 

The BMBF assumes that the CEE/SEE partners will contribute towards funding. 

6. Procedure

The BMBF has charged the following project management agency with the implementation of the "International Cooperation in Education and Research - Central, Eastern and South Eastern European Region" programme: 

International Bureau of the BMBF at the

Deutsches Zentrum für Luft- und Raumfahrt e.V. (DLR) (German Aerospace Center)

Königswinterer Straße 522-524

D-53227 Bonn

Tel.: +49 (0) 228 4492-451, Fax:+49 (0) 228 4492-400
Internet: www.internationales-buero.de 

Further information is available from the International Bureau. It is recommended that applicants contact the desk officer responsible for the respective country (http://www.internationales-buero.de/das_ib/team/europa) prior to submitting their application. 

Applications should describe in as much detail as possible the objectives and the measures necessary for preparing the project. Applications should contain details on the following points and be structured as follows: 
1. 
Topic

2.1 
Coordinator

2.2 
Partners involved

3. 
Scientific objectives with detailed description of the relevance to the themes of the 
calls/funding programmes of the BMBF or EU.

4. 
Nature and extent of the proposed cooperation

5. 
Proposed commercialization of future project results

6. 
Planned preparatory measures and proposed procedures

7. 
Proof of the qualifications of the coordinator and the project partners for the 
project planned. 

· Key areas of relevant work to date

· Most important relevant publications/patents

8. 
Structured financial plan with details of own funds employed.

Applications may be submitted in German or English. Applicants are free to add further information which they consider to be significant for the evaluation of their application. 

The submission of an application does not establish a legal claim to funding. Applications will be considered on the basis of the following criteria:

· Prospects of the proposed project for receiving specialist programme funding from the BMBF or the EU

· Originality of the idea

· Qualifications of the coordinator and the project partners

· Potential for solving problems

· Benefit of cooperation

· New partnerships

· Commercial exploitation of the anticipated results

· Promotion of young research talent.

7. Deadlines for Applications: Applications are accepted and processed continually. 

8. Specialist Information and Counselling

The project management agencies are available for providing advice on the Funding Programmes of the BMBF. Information, addresses and contacts at:

Auskunftsstelle BMBF Förderung

(Information Bureau for BMBF Programmes) 

Wallstraße 17-22

10178 Berlin

Tel.: +49 (0) 800 2623008

Fax: +49 (0) 30 20199-470

E-mail: foerderinfo@bmbf.de

Internet: www.fz-juelich.de/ptj/index.php?index=15

KMU-Förderberatung des BMBF

(BMBF Advice for SMEs)

Wallstraße 17-22

10178 Berlin

Tel.: +49 (0) 800 2623009

Fax: + 49 (0) 30 20199-470

E-mail: kmu-info@bmbf.bund.de 

Internet: www.kmu-info.bmbf.de

Calls for Proposals of the BMBF

www.bmbf.de/foerderungen/677.php

The national contact points of the Federal Government inform and advise on the EU funding programmes. The German portal to the Sixth Research Framework Programme at www.rp6.de provides initial information, addresses and details of contact persons at the national contact points. 

Further Information on the Internet: 

The Federal Government's Funding Data Bank on the homepage of the Federal Ministry of Economics and Labour (www.bmwa.bund.de) provides complete and up-to-date information on the funding programmes and regulations at federal, Länder and EU level.

Foreign interested parties can obtain more information about the research institutions in Germany at www.forschungsportal.net. 

Information on completed and ongoing BMBF and BMWA funding projects in the field of research is available at www.foerderkatalog.de.

Information on the research institutions of the CEE/SEE countries is available at:

· www.internationale-kooperation.de (Poland, Czech Republic, Hungary) 

· www.eubuero.de/arbeitsbereiche/beitritt/isa/partners
More detailed information is available from the responsible desk officers at the International Bureau (www.internationales-buero.de/das_ib/team/europa).

